
Earning College Credit While in High School
· Students enroll at and attend classes at Lake Michigan College or Southwestern Michigan College or Andrews University (limited course selection).
· Buchanan High School pays all tuition and required fees.
· Buchanan High School pays for all required books for all classes.  Books must be returned to the LMC Bookstore by the due date or the student will be billed the full cost of the book.
· The course(s) taken by the high school student must meet the following criteria:
􀀹 must be academic in nature or applicable to career preparation, 

􀀹 must apply toward satisfaction of degree requirements, 

􀀹 may not be in the subject matter of hobby-craft, recreation, physical education, theology, divinity, or religious education. 

· College courses may be taken during the school day, in the evening or on weekends.

· A student enrolled in two college courses will be given three periods per day to attend the course, i.e. three periods of “Dual Enrollment” will be provided in the student’s schedule and the student is not expected to be in attendance at BHS in those hours.

· The student can choose to apply the credit earned only to the college transcript OR to both the college and high school transcript.
· When college courses are applied to the high school transcript, students earn a full credit for each semester course and grades received are weighted the same as high school honors classes.

· College courses may be used to satisfy MMC requirements with prior approval of the BHS Guidance Office and Principal.

· While most public universities in Michigan will accept dual enrollment credit for the purposes of transfer as part of the Michigan Transfer Agreement (MTA), it should be noted that not all colleges are part of that agreement and may accept these credits for transfer only on a case-by-case basis.  
Please see the reverse for the four programs available under the Dual Enrollment rules.

Dual Enrollment (up to 2 courses per semester)
· A maximum of two college courses (6 contact hours) may be taken each semester.

· A student enrolled in one college course will be given two periods per day to attend the course, i.e. two periods of “Dual Enrollment” will be provided in the student’s schedule and the student is not expected to be in attendance at BHS in those hours.
Early College Academy

· Same information as applies to all Dual Enrollment with the following exceptions:

· Students must be invited to apply for admission

· Students must have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher

· Students complete an application which includes a personal statement, principal recommendation and minimum one teacher recommendation

· Students whose applications are accepted are interviewed by a panel.

· Students must be accepted into the program following the interview process.

· A maximum of 14 contact hours (generally 3-4 courses) may be taken each semester.

· Students will be given four high school periods per day to attend college courses.
· Students must take one course at the high school each semester.
· Students may attend LMC in the summer months at their own expense in order to complete an Associate’s degree while still in high school.
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How does it work?

Basically, you will earn a college degree and or career certificate. Students take college classes during 11th and 12th grades along with their high school classes, and then attend college full time during a fifth year of high school to complete the program.

What are the benefits? Save a ton of money. The national average cost of attending a four-year public college is more than $28,000 per year. By starting college while in high school, you could cut your college costs in half.

1. Get a head start on your career. Whether you earn a career certificate or an Associate's Degree, you will advance through your educational path and start your career years faster than a traditional educational program.

2. Transition smoothly to four-year colleges. Lake Michigan College and Southwestern Michigan College participates in the state-wide Michigan Transfer Agreement and has individual transfer agreements with universities throughout Michigan and Indiana.

 What degrees can I earn?

A current list of options are available on our Programs of Study page.


Where will I take my classes?

You'll take classes at your high school or Berrien County CTE PA 56 Shared-Time Programs, and on the campuses of Lake Michigan College or Southwestern Michigan College. 
​

Sounds like a challenge. Will I have help?

Absolutely! Support systems like the Summer College Success Bootcamp, Early/Middle College seminars and mentors, plus all the regular advising, tutoring, and library services from your high school, LMC and SMC will help you be successful. 
​

Students who elect to enroll in the Berrien County 5th Year Early/ Middle College commit to:

· Attend a week long Summer College Success Boot Camp during summer vacation.

· Successfully complete college course work in their junior and senior years of high school.

· Extend their high school graduation date by one school year. Students will however participate in high school commencement with their original graduating class.

· The completion of an associate's degree or certification to their high school graduation expectations.

Contact Melissa Springsteen, Early/Middle College Consultant for more information at melissa.springsteen@berrienresa.org or   (269) 471-7725, ext. 1304, or speak with your high school guidance counselor.

SOUTHWESTERN MICHIGAN COLLEGE’S

Dual Enrollment Honors Opportunities

APPLY TO THE
HONORS PROGRAM
The Honors Program was designed to give high-achieving students the opportunity for advanced study in their chosen curriculum with one-on-one guidance from experienced faculty. Students who participate in the Honors Program prove that they have the aptitude and determination to perform above and beyond the call of duty and are highly attractive to employers and major universities. Read more about the Honors Program here.
SMC provides two ways for dual enrolled students to participate in the Honors Program.

Honors Program—Dual-enrolled Track

The dual-enrolled track of the Honors Program is essentially early admittance to the regular Honors Program. Students may enroll in Honors sections of SMC classes and take part in Honors activities. Students are expected to be active in their high schools the same way that traditional Honors students are active in the SMC community. Courses are concentrated on the Dowagiac campus.

Eligibility
Dual-enrolled students must…

· Be a high school senior

· Have dual enrolled at SMC for at least one year

· Have at least a 3.5 GPA for 12+ credits at 100 level or above

· Not require any transitional or developmental courses such as Math 101

How to Apply
· Complete steps 1-4 of How to Become a Dual-enrolled Student.
· Apply to the Honors Program as a dual enrolled student.
You will need to...

· Fill out the online application.
· Submit a 250-500 word essay.

· Submit two letters of recommendation, one from a high school teacher and one from an SMC faculty member.

· Provide contact information for current instructors.

· Complete steps 5-8 of How to Become a Dual-enrolled Student.

Dual Enrollment Honors Academy

The Dual Enrollment Honors Academy (DEHA) is an extension of the Honors Program for the Niles Campus. It differs from the dual-enrolled track of the Honors Program in that students follow a set curriculum for two years (junior and senior year) and are in a cohort with other Honors Academy students. All classes are taught by Honors faculty, and one class each semester is run as an Honors class. Due to the structure of the DEHA, a limited number of seats are available each year.

Students who complete the DEHA may earn an Associate in Science from SMC by staying at SMC for just one more year. Students who continue with SMC receive automatic entrance into the Honors Program. They will have already completed enough Honors credits to graduate with the Honors Program, but will need to be active in other areas of the program (service events, etc.). They are welcome to take additional Honors classes as well.

The DEHA curriculum is designed to be highly transfer-friendly with top-tier universities.

For more information contact deha@swmich.edu.

Eligibility
Dual-enrolled students must…

· Be a current high school sophomore

· Have a PSAT score of 1000+

· Have a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher

How to Apply
· Complete steps 1-4 of How to Become a Dual-enrolled Student.
· Apply for the Honors Academy by March 1 of sophomore year.

· Fill out the online application.

· You will be asked to submit two reference letters when you apply, one from a high school administrator and one from a high school teacher.

· Interview with Honors Faculty.

· Interviews will be held in groups on the Niles Campus. You will be contacted to schedule your interview after the application deadline has passed.
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